
Harpswell Conservation Commission 

Minutes for Meeting of September 21, 2010 

Town Office, Harpswell, Maine 

 

Call to Order/Roll Call 

 

Members present: Mary Ann Nahf, chair, Don Jones, Deirdre Strachan, Burr Taylor, 
Anne Perry, Ann Nemrow Absent: Tony Barrett, Sue Vachon, associate, Carol Tukey, 
Town Planner 
There being a quorum, meeting called to order by M Nahf, chair, at 3:02 pm 
 

Minutes. 

  
The September 7 minutes were unanimously approved with two minor corrections 
 

Member Announcements 

 

M Nahf reported on a recent Planning Board decision to notify the HCC regarding any 
future subdivision site plan proposals. At issue: Pre-application exemption request from 
Zoning Board review by owner wishing to divide her land into two additional lots for 
future building. HCC response 
is sensitive to getting bogged down by code diminutae but felt that a statement outlining 
simple tips to responsible site planning might be beneficial to new home builders. Action: 
A Nemrow to draft ideas listed in Rural By Design for future discussion 
 

Old Business 

 

1. Review of Operating Fund figure voted at Sept. 7 meeting. At issue: Concern that 
mailings to residents re Save our Bay should include all homeowners to be effective. 
Voted unanimously, with B Taylor abstaining, to increase the 2011 operating fund from 
$975 to $1,475 to cover an increased cost of mailing. The new figure to be submitted to 
the Budget Advisory Committee (BAC) for approval via C. Tukey 
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2. Otter Brook walk with Steve Walker September 13 attended by M Nahf, D Jones and 
S Vachon. M Nahf to describe an overview of the F/T with text and photos. 
An additional trip to another section of Otto Brook is planned for October 5 at 9:00 am 
at the Town Hall. Action plan: to collect species counts, historical data, habitat types and 
water bodies for a bulletin to be presented at future focus area discussions and 
interchanges of ideas  
 
A. Perry to review existing zoning ordinances relating to storm water runoff in 
Harpswell. 



 
3. Save Our Bay day at the Recycling Center elicited favorable responses and new SOB 
signatures from the public. Anne P, Sue V. Burr T. and M Nahf distributed a sheet 
illustrating ways to keep Casco Bay healthy for all, plus information on hazardous waste 
collection Oct 9 from 9:00 to 1:00 pm and prescription drug collection day scheduled for 
Nov.12, both at the Harpswell Recycling Center. 
 

Ongoing Business 

 

Cliff Trail: A cover letter explaining the intent of submitting two grants to request funds 
for an ecological assessment of the 205- acre Town owned land to be finalized by D. 
Strachan and M. Nahf and presented to the Board of Selectmen at the Sept. 25 meeting. 
At issue: Concern for sufficient space for a future school site. (Acreage is based on 
numbers of school children – 10 acres.) 
Two conservation grant applications to be submitted to C. Tukey, planner by D. Strachan 
before Oct. 1 
 

New Business  
 

Discussion on Pinkham Point Rd. application to change ordinance to allow Senior Adult 
Living Center (not assisted living) comprising 8 units and a house on Lot 5, Map 45. 
Well and septic system in place. Lot is located on the NE corner of Card Cove, a tidal 
mudflat. 

 

A. Perry to remind  Kristi of HCC brief on Adopt-a-road inclusion in the next Bulletin 
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A. Nemrow to write a synopsis on Septic Systems for HCC and Planning Board on how 
they work, modern alternative options and how to maintain a healthy system outlining 
dos and don’ts.  
 
Next Meetings 10/05, 10/19 
 
Future Scribe T. Barrett 
 
Adjourned 4.52 pm. 
A. Nemrow, Scribe 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      


